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Seeking out the
best in business

by Trevor Sturgess

Business editor
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THE starting gun has fired on
the county’s premisr usiness
awards

The third annual Eent Excel-
lemice In Business Awards have
been lannched with the promise
of glory and a handsome glass
trophy crafied by Matdstone art-
15t Annle Ross for the winners

This vear, three new categories
—Best Sctenics and for Technology
Busmess, Business Commmitment
o the Emvidronment, and Appren-
ticeship of the Year — have been
added, making a total of 13.

The awards were launched at
Diorton House, a school for blimnd
and visually impaired voung
people at Seal. near Sevencaks
It 1= run by a 172-vear old char-
1ty, the Roval London Soctety for
the Blind.

Oither categorles are for large
business, small and medinm
enterprise, start-up, leisure and
tourism, creative, emplover,
commitnent to the community,
customer service and comimit-
ment. entreprenair and yvoung
ENtr el eer.

The awards are staged and pro-
duced by Eernt Coundy Council
and the EM Group.

Eevin Lynes, ECC cablnet
memnber for regeneration and
economic development, sald
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AWARDS LAUMCH: Dr Torn Pey of Royal London Soclkety for
the Blind with Geraldine Allinson and KCC's Kevin Lynes

“KEIBAs spotlight the excel
lence thats found in Eent's
business commulty.

“We want t0 be able to shout
ahont &ll that's best n Kent and
thess awards are a great way to
tell ns"”

‘Give ita go’

EM Groupchairman Geraldine
Allinson urged organisations to

“give it a go”. They had nothing

to lose by going to the website,
downloading the endry form amd
entermig. She sald: “Tt 15 one of
the most powerful and cost-effec-
thve marketing tools. Winnimng a
prestigions EEABA will help
your organisation to stand ot
from the crowd.”

Charmaine Alicla Kemp,
founder of Dartford-based
Wheslle Good Mobility, was last
vear's Young Endreprenenr of the
Year. She zaid winning had made
a huge difference to her business
and own self-estectn. She urged
young business pecple toender.

“Kent has so much history in
the world of commmerce, 1t's up o
s to update the history books”
she satd.

The deadline for entries, availa-
ble at werw kelba ook, 1s March
11. with the presentation gala
dinner held at Leas Cliff Pavil-
Ion. Folkestone, on June 30.

M S5ee Hent Business,
distributed with the KM on
Friday February 4, for details.




